"SARNIA NEWS" CIRCULAR
(Ref: 315/17/GP)

TO ALL SHIPOWNING CLIENTS TRADING TO WEST AFRICA

5th May 2017

Re: Pirate Attacks on the Rise in West Africa
Please find below information received, regarding an increasing number of armed attacks on ships in
West Africa, with pirates increasingly focused on kidnapping the crew for ransom off Nigeria’s
coast. It is highly relevant for all ship owners’ trading to West Africa that contain a WORLDWIDE
trading warranty within their insurance terms that they carefully consider the attached Circular.
We would kindly suggest that this information is distributed to your office, as well as being sent to
the Master(s) / Chief Officers(s) of your vessel(s) so that they are aware of the current situation, if
relevant to the trade of your vessel(s).
NOTE:
If a vessel is outside of the agreed trading warranty, underwriters have the right to decline any claims
that may arise. It is therefore imperative that owners check their trading warranty when negotiating
a fixture and if the vessel will be trading outside of the agreed trading area, please inform Sarnia
Marine immediately, so we may request your underwriter to provide an extension for the intended
voyage, noting that underwriters must approve this request prior to the voyage taking place.

Best regards

Loss Prevention Team
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May 2, 2017 by Reuters

Oceans Beyond Piracy map showing attacks in West Africa waters.
By Joe Bavier ABIDJAN, May 2 (Reuters)
Armed attacks on ships in West African waters nearly doubled in 2016, with pirates increasingly
focused on kidnapping their crew for ransom off Nigeria’s coast, a report said on Tuesday.
A recent spate of attacks off Somalia, meanwhile, may also indicate a resurgence of piracy in the
Western Indian Ocean as a result of less vigilance, the Oceans Beyond Piracy (OBP) project said.
OBP, a project of the privately funded One Earth Future Foundation that encourages cooperation
across the international maritime community to tackle piracy, recorded 95 attacks in West Africa’s Gulf
of Guinea in 2016, up from 54 the previous year.
Cargo theft, once the main focus of piracy in the region, has given way to an increase in kidnappings,
with 96 crew members taken hostage compared to 44 in 2015.
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OBP estimated the total economic cost of maritime crime in West Africa at nearly $794 million.
“One of the reasons we are observing increased incidents of kidnap for ransom is that the model
offers financial gain with less risk to the perpetrators than hijacking for cargo theft,” said Maisie
Pigeon, one of the authors of the OBP report.
Only one successful hijacking – the product tanker Maximus, which was attacked in February off
Abidjan, Ivory Coast and then sailed to Nigeria – was recorded in West Africa by OBP in 2016.
“Nigeria … experienced a spike in attacks, including 18 kidnap for ransom attacks between March
and May,” it said. “Analysts suggest that this pattern is closely linked to militant attacks against the oil
and gas infrastructure in the Niger Delta.”
PIRATE NETWORKS
West Africa has emerged as the world’s epicenter for piracy in recent years after increased patrolling
by international navies and ramped up on-board security largely succeeded in suppressing hijackings
off the Horn of Africa.
However, those efforts are expensive. OBP estimated the total cost of counter-piracy operations in
the western Indian Ocean at $1.7 billion last year.
As Somali piracy has ebbed, navies have redeployed elsewhere and shipping companies cut back on
private security, with a 12.5 percent decline in the number of vessels using armed guards through
2016, with 31.5 percent employing them by December.
But armed attacks beginning late last year, including the first successful hijackings since 2015, are a
reminder that the region remains vulnerable, the report said.
“Pirate networks in Somalia still possess the intent and capability to commit acts of piracy,” it said.
(Editing by Alexander Smith)
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