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"SARNIA NEWS" CIRCULAR 

(Ref: 294/16/BM ) 

 

TO ALL SHIPOWNER CLIENTS       28TH April 2016  

 

Re: Abidjan Stowaway Fines  

 

Irrespective of your P&I Club / Insurer, please find attached information received from P&I Insurers 

British Marine and their P&I correspondents, which is highly relevant for all ship owners’ trading to 

Abidjan, advising that effective from the 1.5.2016, local port authorities will require the presentation 

of a “Search Certificate” prior to port entry for vessels arriving from Tema / Ghana.  In addition a fine 

of Euro 3,000 per stowaway will be imposed for the disembarkation of any stowaway regardless of 

the declared port of boarding.  

 

We would suggest this information is distributed to the necessary personnel, as well as being sent to 

the Master(s)/Chief Officers(s) of your vessel(s) if relevant. 

 

With kind regards, 

 

The Loss Prevention Team 

 



(free translation) 

 

AUTONOMOUS PORT OF ABIDJAN 

 

THE GENERAL DIRECTOR 

 

Abidjan, 25 April 2016 

 

O/ref: 0107/DG/DOMS/DS/SS/TFC 

 

CIRCULAR TO THE ATTENTION OF SHIP’S AGENTS 

 

Subject: production of certificate search and payment of a fine 

 

It is brought to the attention of ship’s agent that due to the recent increase in the 

number of stowaways, any ship’s Master coming from TEMA (Ghana) shall have to 

present to the Harbour Master of Abidjan port prior to her entry a search certificate 

of his vessel. This certificate, to be admissible, will have to be signed and 

authenticated by the Harbour Master of the port of TEMA or by his 

representative/proxy. 

Furthermore, the disembarking in the port of Abidjan of any stowaway is, from 

now on, submitted to a payment by cheque of an amount of XOF 2,000,000 to the 

order of the Direction of the Accounting Department of the Autonomous Port of 

Abidjan. 

It should be noted that this amount will be due per stowaway being disembarked, 

regardless of the declared port of boarding. 

I attach an importance to the enforcement of this circular which takes effect from 

the 01st May 2016. 

 

H.Y. SIE 
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